WHO IS SAVED?

“He saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but
because of His mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new
birth and new life through the Holy Spirit.” Titus 3:5

LIGHTSHINE'S PRAISES
& PRAYER REQUESTS:

PRAISE:

My earthly father died suddenly January 12th. He had breakfast, sat down in his
recliner, and went to sleep. When my mother called him a few minutes later, he was
gone. It was a big shock for my family and reminded everyone of how quickly we can
step into eternity.

A big question for some of my family members was where will dad spend eternity?
He was once active in the local church but had pulled away from organized religion
after some foolishness erupted and had never gone back. For those who believe the
church is the path to heaven, dad’s eternal future was a great concern.

Scripture tells us we cannot know for sure the eternal state of someone else, but it
also tells how to be saved and the evidence of salvation. The following is the message
| gave at my dad’s funeral to encourage my family and help everyone know how they
can be saved. Funerals are a good place to share Christ and.......... Let Him Shine! ~Kim

¢ For those who fell us they
are experiencing God and
being blessed at Lifetree
Café.

1t For God's provision and
direction for Lifetree
this year. We would need
for Him to provide addi-
tional hosts if we are to
add more locations.

1 For someone you know,
"Father, please draw
to

“Jesus said to her, ‘l am the resurrection and the life. He that believes in Me, though
he may die, he shall live.”” John 11:25

My dad believed in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, born of a virgin, that He was cru-
cified and raised in victory from the grave, conquering sin and death on our behalf.
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Dad did not believe human works would save anyone, but only by receiving Christ
could we be saved. Like me, dad believed John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” Dad knew that faith, not
works was the only way to receive the gift of salvation offered through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice.

“For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our
faith.” 1 John 5:4

My dad had a lot to overcome in this world. In 1950 he was severely burned over nearly all of his body when a gas well he
was working on exploded. The doctors gave him very little chance for survival, no chance for a normal life and no chance to
have children with his young bride. He overcame all obstacles and in spite of very horrendous scars and physical challenges,
dad fathered five more children, retired after a long career in the furniture industry and lived almost to the age of 85. Along
the way he also overcame numerous life challenges including a severe battle with fibro myalgia and having a large tree fall on
him when he was 80 years old. Dad lived life overcoming whatever challenges the world threw at him and doing so in a way
that amazed many people and caused them to deeply respect and admire him.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control—
against such things there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23

Dad revealed more and more of the Fruit of God's spirit as he grew older. There was a consistent growth in each of the
qualities of love and joy and peace and longsuffering and kindness. Likewise dad’s goodness, faithfulness gentleness and self-
control all increased throughout his life. He did not become tired, ornery, frustrated or bitter as he grew older and faced the
increasing challenges of life. Instead, dad gradually became better in all of the areas scripture reveals as Spiritual Fruit. He was
not perfect and he and | often had different perspectives on Biblical and spiritual matters (now he knows | was right!), but |
got to see him being transformed over the years by God’s work in him. So | hope and pray that when my earthly time comes
to an end, others would be able to say the same of me— that they saw me being transformed so | too, could....... let Him shine!

“Let your light shine so that others may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” Matt 5:16
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While some people have started off their new year with exciting plans and
goals for the year, some have turned the pages of the calendar to the new year
and immediately walked into trials and tribulations, Kim and I for one. We had
gone to Pennsylvania for Christmas and had a wonderful visit with all his family,
came home, and 12 days later got a call that his dad had died suddenly. We went
back for the funeral, came home, and 2 days later, got a call that Kim's mother
had pneumonia and suffered a heart attack. (She is presently doing better!)
Meanwhile, we are dealing with my cousin here in Albuquerque who has been di-
agnosed with cancer in a lymph node on her neck and will go in for surgery
Wednesday. We know several others who are also dealing with cancer or other
very serious health issues, and several who are going through painful divorces.

Fifty-six percent of non-church going people say the reason they don't go to
church is that God is not relevant in their lives. Dealing with the issues in life
of death, sorrow, pain, divorce, and sickness all seem pretty relevant o me and
I cannot imagine how people get through it without God. And how much more
relevant is knowing your sins and failures in life are forgiven by the One who
created you and being concerned for the eternal abode of your soul? Surely,
Satan has deceived many to go for all the gusto in this life that they can. They
believe that someone may die today unexpectedly but it won't be them. They
think that 70 or 80 years of life is a long, long time and is certainly nothing to
concern themselves with right now.

Even before this new year began, impressed with the brevity of time, God
had put in my heart the names of two people to prioritize in my availability to
them and in prayer this year that they would draw nearer to God. I am sure He
has put someone on your heart like that, too. Kim always teaches that since in
John 6:43 Jesus says, "No man comes to me unless the Father draws them"
that our prayer for them should be, "Father, please draw to Christ."

"What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while
and then vanishes.” James 4:14
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Tuesday at 12 noon 2 Thursday at 12 noon
Footprints Home Care e x e Promenade Shopping Center
5941 A Jefferson St. NE L C A F E E 5200 Eubank Blvd NE

Albuquerque, NM 87109 gDolna.life- Dolng dood.: Albuquerque, NM 87111
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LightShine is a faith-based ministry, supported by gifts from individuals like you. We work with many ministries, churches &
denominations at local, state & national levels. If you want to help support LightShine, with your prayers, time, resources, or
finances, contact us at p -4 (PO T Torawrite to us at LightShine Ministries, 2039 Virginia NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110
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A futurist gives a
sneek peek!

= Week of February 2
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An hour of
civil conversation.
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