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OPPORTUNITY VERSUS RESPONSIBILITY

“God has given each of you a gift from His great variety of spiritual gifts.
Use them well to serve one another.” 1 Peter 4:10
Anyone who works in ministry will testify to the endless stream of Chris-
tian activities that show up every day, many of them asking us to join them in
their efforts. We must learn which efforts to join and which to leave to oth-
ers, or else we end up being disobedient, distracted and drained. Even light-

houses must learn to discern if they want to truly............ Let Him Shine! ~Kim

“No one can serve two masters....”
Matthew 6:24

It is important for believers to know
where God wants them to join Him
and where He wants them to stand
back and let others participate. Unfor-
tunately, our flesh will draw us toward
those ministry works that
most appeal to us based on
our goals and longings,
instead of God’s will and
his desire for us.

My flesh is more easily
gratified when | view minis-
try work simply as an opportunity,
because that attitude instinctively im-
plies | get to choose which work to
pursue and which work to pass on.
There is, of course, the good Christian
nod to praying about the choices, but
in truth | suspect many decisions are
based more on personal motivations
than responding to God’s leading.

Therefore, by always classifying

God’s work as ‘opportunities’, a Chris-
tian will feel free to decide on their
level of participation — sort of like a
Kingdom cafeteria plan.

I must be careful about how much
of ‘me’ influences decisions about
serving Him, otherwise | end up serv-
ing myself instead of my Lord.

“If your gift is to encour-
age others, be encourag-
ing. If it is giving, give gen-
erously. If God has given

you leadership ability, take
the responsibility seriously.
And if you have a gift for showing
kindness to others, do it gladly.”
Romans 12:8

When | view God’s work as my
‘opportunity’ to decide whether or
not | will participate, | miss the point.
Instead, | need to ask Him what is my
assignment, or my ‘responsibility’.

The problem is not that we must

“Let your light shine so that others may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” Matt 5:16
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decide what work to accomplish for
God, but rather we must first believe
God is in us, calling and equipping us to
join Him in His work, and then pay
attention to His activities unfolding
around us. We must be sensitive to
Him and the roles He assigns.

While there are endless opportuni-
ties in the kingdom, the wise child of
God pays close attention to their re-
sponsibility because this is often where
God uses the smallest event to chal-
lenge and teach us,

“Jesus ...... said to look after His sheep,
to see that they get nourished in the
knowledge of Him. We consider what
we do in the way of Christian work as
service, yet Jesus Christ calls service to
be what we are to Him, not what we
do for Him. .... so many people are de-
voted to causes and so few are devoted
to Jesus Christ. People do not really
want to be devoted to Jesus, but only to
the cause He started. ...... Our Lord’s
primary obedience was to the will of
His Father, not to

as He sanctifies and
transforms us. We
can choose from
our opportunities,
but we must accept
our responsibility.

“Their responsibil-
ity is to equip God's
people to do His
work and build up

“Last year we r'eached the world.’
This year we're 'sharing and caring.”

the needs of peo-
ple— the saving of
people was the
natural outcome of
His obedience to
the Father. ..... The
secret of a disci-
ple’s life is devo-
tion to Jesus
Christ, and the
characteristic of

the church, the
body of Christ.” Eph. 4:12

In Ephesians 4:11-12 Paul lists roles
and then their responsibility—‘to equip
God’s people to do His work.” But this
responsibility can really only be
achieved by Christ Himself. So the truth
is the ‘roles’” must maintain a close re-
lationship with Christ so that He can
build His church through them. When
the ‘roles’ perform their responsibility,
the result is that Jesus will ‘build up the
church, the Body of Christ.’

Oswald Chambers, in his June 19"
devotional from in My Utmost for His
Highest, explained this concept using
John 21:16—". . . do you love Me?. ..
Tend My sheep

that life is its seem-
ing insignificance and its meekness.”

If we believe our primary responsibil-
ity is obedience to Jesus, we will sub-
ject every opportunity to His authority
before we jump in, or turn away. We
will stop deciding what we want to be
involved in and will instead ask what
He wants us to do. Through many repe-
titions, we learn more and more about
our responsibility and our role as part
of the Body. And gradually our respon-
sibility in His activities will increase.

""Well done!' the king exclaimed. 'You
are a good servant. You have been
faithful with the little | entrusted to
you....... " Luke 19:17
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| "“...you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light.” —Ephesians 5:8

We value the big thing so much it ing Him (usually by serving others) in
takes our attention away from the the course of a routine day are sel-
smaller things—the everyday things dom considered important.

God calls us to. We get so enamored Oswald also addressed this decep-
with the ‘grand’ that we no longer tion in his devotional dated June 4™,
value the ‘modest’. Small acts of serv- “The Never-forsaking God” , using
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Gwen’s Corner

Rod & Paula first came to know Dinh when they visited his fami-
ly’s restaurant. He was only about 4 years old at that time. They de-
veloped a friendship not only with Dinh but with his parents as well.
They often share the holidays or other special occasions at each oth-
er's homes. Dinh’s parents, who are Buddhists, allow Dinh to go with
Rod & Paula to their Christian church. Dinh often asks Paula ques-
tions about what he heard or saw at church and Paula explains Chris-
tian beliefs to him.

Recently, Nga, Dinh’s mother, called Paula early on a Saturday
morning in despair. They had just received word that their future
brother-in-law had been found dead. Nga asked Paula if she could
come over to Rod’s & Paula’s house and talk with them. Paula, of
course, said yes. In their conversation, Paula got to explain the Chris-
tian belief of life with God after death and how Christians place their
faith in Jesus Christ's sacrifice on the cross for forgiveness of all their
sins. Nga got to hear the Gospel message from a friend she knows and
trusts and who she has actually watched over their years of friendship
living out her faith in her daily life.

That is the essence of relational evangelism. The friendship is the
soil that the seed, the gospel message, takes root in when God in His
timing decides it is time to plant. Rod & Paula will nurture and water
the seed with their continued prayers and loving friendship.

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 2 Cor. 5:18
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Hebrews 13:5 “He Himself has said, ’I
will never leave you nor forsake you.””

“We have the idea that God is going
to do some exceptional thing— that
He is preparing and equipping us for
some extraordinary work in the future.
But as we grow in His grace we find
that God is glorifying Himself here and
now, at this very moment.”

During a ‘routine’ day God reveals
Himself many times to His children. If

we are only looking for big things, we
will miss all of His ‘insignificant’ activi-
ties, which are often important faith
and relationship building events.

God does not call us to do great
things for Him. Instead, He asks us to
let Him accomplish His work through
us—saving and transforming lives.
Growth as a Christian is not based on
opportunity (us doing), but on respon-
sibility (us becoming)....Let Him Shine!
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FCC the green

Fox and ABC are saying it is unconstitutional to ban
obscenities and nudity from broadcast TV. But in the US
Supreme Court’s decision last week, the Court gave the
Tight to continue
fines on the networks for fleeting expletives and brief
nhudity. But the battle for the regulation of <indecency
over the airwaves will continue.

imposing 1indecency

SOURCE: Joel C. Rosenberg

http://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/

our 13th year!

LightShine’s Praises & Prayer Requests:
PRAISE! For the Lord's continued provision for LightShine well into

PRAY:  That every Christian would realize their calling to be Christ’s
light in our neighborhoods, schools, and workplaces.
PRAY: That God would show us His will concerning Kim’s vision for

100 neighborhood-based “Life Tree” Bible studies.

Who Is LightShine Ministries?

LightShine is a faith-based ministry, supported by gifts from individuals like you. We work
with many ministries, churches & denominations at local, state & national levels. If you want
to help support LightShine, with your prayers, time, resources, or finances, contact us at 505-
293-0743 or write to us at LightShine Ministries, 2039 Virginia NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110




